
Plymouth City Commission 

, Regular Meeting Agenda 
MONDAY, August 21, 2023 - 7:00 p.m. 

KIWANIS PARK - Auburn & Junction 

City of Plymouth 

201 S. Main St. 

Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1637 

1. CALL TO ORDER

a. Pledge of Allegiance

b. Roll Call

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. August 7, 2023 City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes

3. APPROVAL OFTHE AGENDA

4. PRESENTATION BY THE CITY ATTORNEY

5. ENACTMENT OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of July 2023 Bills

6. PRESENTATION OF RUTH HUSTON WHIPPLE AWARD

7. CITIZEN COMMENTS

8. COMMISSION COMMENTS

9. OLD BUSINESS

10. NEW BUSINESS

a. Plymouth Canton Little League - Bingo at Fall Festival

b. Resolution of City Commission - Support Community Center Grant

c. Extend Outdoor City Commission Meetings

11. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

a. Recreation Millage Update

b. Liaison Reports

c. Appointments

12. ADJOURNMENT

www.plymouthmi.gov 

Phone 734-453-1234 

Fax 734-455-1892 

Citizen Comments - This section of the agenda allows up to 3 minutes to present information or raise issues for items not on the agenda. Upon 

arising to address the Commission, speakers should first identify themselves by clearly stating their name and address. Comments must be limited 

to the subject of the item. Persons with disabilities needing assistance with this should contact the City Clerk's office at 734-453-1234 Monday 

through Friday fram 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m., at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasonable accommodations. 

Consent Agenda- The items on the Consent Agenda will be approved by one motion as Agenda Item #4. There will be no separate discussion of 

these items unless a Commissioner or citizen so requests, in which case that item will then be placed on the regular agenda. 



City of Plymouth Strategic Plan 2022-2026 

GOAL AREA ONE - SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE 

OBJECTIVES 
1. Identify and establish sustainable financial model(s) for major capital projects, Old Village business district,

35th District Court, recreation department, and public safety
2. Incorporate eco-friendly, sustainable practices into city assets, services, and policies; including more

environmentally friendly surfaces, reduced impervious surfaces, expanded recycling and composting
services, prioritizing native and pollinator-friendly plants, encouraging rain gardens, and growing a mature
tree canopy

3. Partner with or become members of additional environmentally aware organizations
4. Increase technology infrastructure into city assets, services, and policies
5. Continue sustainable infrastructure improvement for utilities, facilities, and fleet
6. Address changing vehicular habits, including paid parking system /parking deck replacement plan, electric

vehicle (EV) charging stations, and one-way street options

GOAL AREA Til\/0 - STAFF DEVELOPMENT, TRAINING, AND SUCCESSION 

OBJECTIVES 
1. Create a 5-year staffing projection
2. Review current recruitment strategies and identify additional resources
3. Identify/establish flex scheduling positions and procedures
4. Develop a plan for an internship program
5, Review potential department collaborations
6. Hire an additional recreation professional
7. Review Cur"rent diversity, equity, and inclusion training opportunities
8, Seek out training opportunities for serving diverse communities

GOAL AREA THREE - COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY 

OBJECTIVES 

1. Engage in partnerships with public, private and non-profit entities
2. Increase residential/business education programs for active citizen engagement
3. Robust diversity, equity, and inclusion programs
4. Actively participate with multi-governmental lobbies (Michigan Municipal League, Conference of Western

Wayne, etc.)

GOAL AREA FOUR -ATTRACTIVE, LIVABLE COMMUNITY 
OBJECTIVES 
1, Create vibrant commer<:ial districts by seeking appropriate mixed-use development, marketing transitional 

properties, and implementing Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) practices 
2. Improve existing and pursue additional recreational and public green space opportunities and facilities for

all ages
3. Develop mu.lti-modal transportation plan which prioritizes pedestrian and biker safety
4. Improve link between Hines Park, Old Village, Downtown Plymouth, Plymouth Township, and other

regiona I destinations
5. Maintain safe, well-lit neighborhoods with diverse housing stock that maximizes resident livability and

satisfaction
6. Modernize and update zoning ordinance to reflect community vision
7, Implement Kellogg Park master plan



City of Plymouth 

City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 7, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 
Caster Park - Caster & N. Holbrook 

ITEM 2.a 

City of Plymouth 

201 S. Main St. 

Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1637 

www.plymouthrni.gov 

Phone 734-453-1234 

Fax 734-455-1892 

1. CALL TO ORDER

a. Mayor Moroz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

b. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Moroz, Mayor Pro Tern Suzi Deal, Commissioners Linda Filipczak, Jennifer Kehoe, Alanna Maguire,

Kelly O'Donnell and Marques Thomey

Also present: City Manager Paul Sincock, Attorney Bob Marzano and various members of the City administration 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Maguire offered a motion, seconded by O'Donnell, to approve the minutes of the July 17, 2023, City Commission

meeting.

There was a voice vote.

MOTION PASSED 

3. APPROVALOFTHE AGENDA

Kehoe offered a motion, seconded by Filipczak, to approve the agenda for the August 7, 2023, meeting.

There was a voice vote.

MOTION PASSED 

4. ENACTMENT OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

a. Special Event: Downtown Day in Plymouth-Saturday, September 23, 2023

b. Special Event: Plymouth Ghosts Cemetery Walk-Saturday, October 28, 2023

c. Special Event: Pumpkin Palooza-Sunday, October 22, 2023

d. Special Event: Ski & Snowboard Swap, (Fri-Sun) November 3-5 & (Fri-Sun) December 1-3, 2023

There was a voice vote. 

MOTION PASSED 

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS

Eric Nemeth, 140 S. Union, thanked the Department of Municipal Services for the water meter switch-out. He also

asked about a stop sign or light on S. Union, and a parking space near a fire hydrant on Church at S. Union.

Kristi Holmes, 633 Starkweather, asked when ballot language for the upcoming parks and recreation millage would

be available. She also asked if there would be an opt-out for the new water meters.

Adam Covington, 674 Sunset, said he supported items on the consent agenda.



Tom Doran, 1191 Sheridan, spoke about a PUD request at the First Church of Christ, Scientist property and cited 
concerns about traffic safety, parking, and the parking currently being leased by Tonquish Creek Manor. 

6. COMMISSION COMMENTS
Thomey said the paver and flag project organized by Eagle Scout candidate Gage Ellis was complete. He also thanked
the DMS for their work on the water meter project.

O’Donnell said the Ruth Huston Whipple Award would be presented at the August 21 City Commission meeting at
Kiwanis Park.

Filipczak expressed gratitude over the Carol/Evergreen project being completed ahead of schedule and under
budget. She announced that the City of Plymouth received a state grant of $112,513 to make an additional payment
toward the City’s retirement obligations.

Moroz congratulated staff members Ken Campbell for one year of service and Josh Carroll for 19 years.  He said
registration was open for the next Citizens Academy  and thanked the administration for coordinating construction
on the parking lot on Ann Arbor Trail and Deer and the new restrooms at the Plymouth Cultural Center.

7. PUBLIC HEARING
a. Fence Ordinance Amendment – Second Reading
Moroz opened the public hearing at 7:18 p.m.  There were no comments,  and he closed the public hearing at 7:19
p.m.

The following motion was offered by Filipczak and seconded by Deal.

RESOLUTION 2023-72 
WHEREAS The City Commission has adopted a key objective to modernize and update zoning ordinance to reflect 

community vision; and  

WHEREAS  The proposed fence ordinance language aligns with the goals of the City’s Master Plan and City Planning 
Commission; and  

WHEREAS The Planning Commission held a public hearing to hear comments on the fence ordinance amendments; and  

WHEREAS The Planning Commission approved the amendments to Section 78-208 on November 9, 2022. 

WHEREAS The City Commission held a first reading on July 17, 2023 where the ordinance amendments were approved 
unanimously. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Commission does hereby direct that the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Plymouth, Michigan Section 18 and Section 78 are to be amended after the public hearing, second reading, and publication. 

ARTICLE X. FENCES 

Sec. 18-371. Purpose, intent. 
It is the intent and purpose of this article to assure to occupants of all properties adequate light 

and air adjacent to structures and in yard areas, effective and desirable sight distance from the front of 
all structures in all directions, the right to provide for their own privacy within their properties, to 
protect plantings from damage by trespass, and to prevent such construction related thereto as would 
be hazardous.  
(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.21), 8-16-82) 

Sec. 18-372. Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  



Border means a planting area composed of shrubs, trees, etc., which is utilized as a part of the 

landscaping of a lot. 
Decorative fence means a permanent barrier not used for enclosure. Any such fence shall be a part 

of the overall landscape plan and shall be composed of natural materials such as wood (i.e., split rail 

fence, picket, etc.) or a decorative metal construction (i.e., aluminum, wrought iron, etc.). 

Fence means a permanent barrier enclosing a plot of land or portion thereof composed of 
manmade or processed materials erected on posts, for the purpose of preventing or controlling 

entrance or to confine within or to mark a boundary. 

Gutter grade means the lowest point of integral curb and gutter down which water flows, or, when 

no curb or gutter exists, is the lowest point between the street and sidewalk down which water will flow 

or drain. 

Picket fence means a permanent barrier enclosing a plot of land or portion thereof composed of 

manmade or processed materials erected on posts, for the purpose of preventing or controlling 

entrance or to confine within or to mark a boundary. A picket fence shall have spaced uprights 

connected by two or more horizonal rails. The uprights shall not exceed 4 inches in width. The space 

between uprights shall be a minimum of 2.5 inches and must not exceed 4 inches. 

Sidewalk line means the edge of the constructed public sidewalk that is adjacent or closest to the 

lot line. 

Wall means a barrier constructed of masonry or other solid materials on a continuous concrete 

footing for the purpose of controlling entrance, sound and/or view. 

(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.22), 8-16-82; Ord. No. 2011-02, § 1, 1-17-11) 

Cross reference(s)-Definitions generally,§ 1-2. 

Sec. 18-373. Prevention of hazards. 

(a) No fence, border or wall shall have exposed beneath a height of eight (8) feet any sharp
protrusions which would be likely to cause physical or material damage to persons or clothing

passing by the fence, border or wall.

(b) Any wall shall be capped with a peaked coping of sufficient pitch to discourage walking.

(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.26), 8-16-82; Ord. No. 2011-02, § 1, 1-17-11)

Sec. 18-374. Line fences and walls. 

All fences and walls must be located entirely on the private property of the person constructing the 

same; provided, however, that if adjoining property owners jointly apply for and sign a permit to erect a 

fence upon their common property line, such fence may be so erected. No temporary type of barrier or 

temporary fence of any type shall be permitted in the front yard areas. 

(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.27), 8-16-82) 

Sec. 18-375. Electric fences. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or maintain, or to allow to be constructed or 

maintained upon property owned or occupied by such person, any fence charged or connected with an 

electrical current in such manner as to transmit such current in the form of shock to persons or animals 

which might come in contact with such charged fence. This shall exclude underground electric pet 

containment fences. 

(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.28), 8-16-82; Ord. No. 2011-02, § 1, 1-17-11) 
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Sec. 18-376. Appeals. 

If there is believed to be a conflict between the stated intent and any specific provisions of this 
article, the zoning board of appeals may, in accordance with established procedures, permit 
modification of such specific provision, while retaining the intent, in such appealed instance. 
(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.29), 8-16-82) 

Sec. 18-377. Permits. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to construct, or cause to be constructed, any fence or wall upon
any property within the city without first having obtained a permit therefor.

(b) Any person desiring to construct, or cause to be constructed a fence or wall upon property in the
city shall first apply to the building department of the city for a permit, for which there shall be a
fee, the amount of which shall be set by resolution of the city commission. Such permit shall be
issued by the building inspector upon a written application, and shall contain such information as
may be required by the inspector in order to determine that such fence or wall will not violate any
provision of the city Code or state law.

(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.23), 8-16-82) 

Sec. 18-378. Establishing lot lines. 

The building inspector may require the owner of property upon which a fence is to be constructed 
to establish lot lines upon such property, through the placing of permanent stakes located by a licensed 
surveyor. Such lot line shall be established before such fence shall be erected, and the building inspector 
may withhold the issuance of the required permit until the lot lines are established and permanent 
stakes are placed. 
(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.30), 8-16-82) 

Sec. 18-379. Borders. 

Borders may be planted in any yard area subject to the following provisions: 
(1) Borders shall not be located nearer than two feet to any drive or walkway. Borders are also

subject to additional restrictions as specified in this section.
(2) No border shall obscure visibility within the triangular area formed at the intersection of

any street right-of-way lines by a straight line drawn between the right-of-way lines at a
distance along each line of 25 feet from their point of intersection. Shrubs or hedges or
other plantings (excluding trees) in this area shall not exceed 30 inches in height above the
average gutter grade adjacent to this area. Trees planted within this same area shall not
have branches lower than eight feet above the average gutter grade. Sight visibility shall be
in accordance with Section 78-207 of the Zoning Ordinance.

(3) Similar restrictions as above shall be required in a 15-foot corner triangle formed at the
intersection of any driveway and alley or any driveway and street right-of-way line.

(Ord. No. 82-11, § 1(8.24), 8-16-82; Ord. No. 2011-02, 1-17-11) 

Sec. 18-380. Fences and walls. 

(a) All posts thereof shall be of materials designed to withstand rusting, rotting and other weather-related
deterioration for a period of not less than ten years.

(b) Fences shall be setback a minimum of 1-foot away from the sidewalk line.
(c) Solid masonry walls shall be erected on continuous foundations at least 42 inches below grade.
(d) Fences or walls within a required front yard area shall be decorative style only consisting of wrought iron, metal, or

pickets and masonry or stone walls. Decorative fences or walls placed within a front yard shall not exceed 30 inches
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