
Plymouth Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 10, 2023 - 7:00 p.m. 
Plymouth City Hall   201 S. Main 
City of Plymouth www.plymouthmi.gov 
201 S. Main Phone  734-453-1234 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1637 Fax     734-455-1892 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Karen Sisolak called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Chair Sisolak, Vice Chair Silvers, Commissioners Shannon Adams, Joe Hawthorne, Tim Joy, Kyle Medaugh, 

Hollie Saraswat, Eric Stalter

Also present: Planning and Community Development Director Greta Bolhuis, Planning Consultant Sally Elmiger

2. CITIZENS COMMENTS
Joe Philips, 915 Wing, asked the Planning Commission to review the garage size ordinance to give consideration to 
single car garages, and to define garage, carport, and porte cochere in the ordinance.
Ellen Elliott, 404 Irvin, asked for clarification and legality of the monument sign at the northeast corner of Sheldon 
and Ann Arbor Rd.

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Sisolak offered a motion, seconded by Silvers, to approve the minutes for the April 12, 2023, meeting.

There was a voice vote.

MOTION PASSED

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Sisolak offered a motion, seconded by Joy, to approve the agenda for May 10, 2023.  Joy then asked to move item 8 
above item 7. Sisolak agreed to the amendment.
There was a voice vote.MOTION PASSED

5. COMMISSION COMMENTS
Silvers said the monument sign at Ann Arbor Rd. and Sheldon was on the submitted plan and was also referenced in 
the Carlisle Wortman report for the project.
Saraswat said she was surprised the sign was overlooked in the approval process.
Sisolak noted that we don’t have design standards for signs, and that the sign in question meets the setback and 
sight line requirements.  Elmiger agreed and said a sign permit should have been submitted.  Bolhuis said there is a 
permit on file, and it was reviewed by the administration.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
There were no public hearings.

8. NEW BUSINESS
a. SP23-04: 885 Starkweather, Site Plan Review – Concept
Architect Robert Miller led a presentation on the plan, noting that they had already received a variance from the
Zoning Board of Appeals for the setback.  He explained that they planned to remove old additions to the building and



build a new addition to the original building to increase the size of the event space.  They would also like to build a 
porte cochere, reduce the number of parking spaces, and add landscaping.  He added that they were considering 
access from Davis St. as well as Starkweather. 

Owner Don Soenen said the site was nostalgic, which is why they want to keep the original building and not tear it 
down.   He said the plan was to have fine dining with live entertainment. 

Elmiger reviewed the Carlisle Wortman report and said the plan would need to be evaluated for special land use and 
the master plan criteria.  She noted that even with the reduced number of parking spaces, they were still 30 spaces 
over the requirement but deficient in parking lot landscaping. 

Commission members asked for renderings showing the street view and mentioned their opinion that the 
contemporary style of the front addition doesn’t complement the style of Old Village or look engaging.  Lighting and 
landscaping were also discussed, as was the hardship for Davis St. residents should there be a driveway there. 

Soenen said time was of the essence, and asked if a special meeting could be scheduled if they were ready with revised 
plans prior to the next scheduled meeting. 

7. OLD BUSINESS
a. Zoning Audit Discussion
1. Draft Implementation Report feedback

Commission members gave feedback on the draft implementation report provided by Megan  Masson-Minock of 
Carlisle Wortman.  It was suggested that the group start with the items that are easiest to complete first, then move on 
to more difficult tasks. 

After the discussion, it was agreed that Masson-Minock would prepare a recommendation with suggested time frames, 
grouping of work and rationale. 

There was a break from 9:01-9:07 p.m. 

2. Old Village FBC options discussion

Masson-Minock reviewed a Form Based Code document, explaining that the Planning Commission would need to 
decide a boundary, street types, and building types for the test case area.  Members provided their opinions, and 
Masson-Minock will use them to draft a recommendation. 

b. Master Plan Discussion
It was agreed that Hawthorne, Sisolak, Silvers and Stalter would formulate questions for an upcoming survey.

9. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
Bolhuis was asked questions about the Panera site, which she said was being considered by a bakery, and whether the
Slider Bar had installed pedestrian navigation to the Pulte development.  She said there was no update on the potential
sidewalk.

10. ADJOURNMENT
Joy offered a motion, seconded by Silvers, to adjourn the meeting at 9:51 p.m.

There was a voice vote. 
MOTION PASSED 
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