
Plymouth Liquor License Review Committee 
Meeting Agenda    
Monday, April 17, 2023 - 5:30 p.m.  
Plymouth City Hall   201 S. Main St. Plymouth, MI 48170  

City of Plymouth  www.plymouthmi.gov 
201 S. Main  Phone  734-453-1234 
Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1637 Fax     734-455-1892 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Approval of Minutes of the March 20, 2023, LLRC Meeting

4. Liquor Application for New Tasting Room Liquor License for Highline Spirits Company,
LLC of Dexter, Michigan to do business at 330 S. Main, Plymouth

5. Adjournment



City of Plymouth 
LLRC Meeting Minutes 
March 20, 2023    6:00 p.m. 
Plymouth City Hall 

201 S. Main  Phone     734-453-1234 
Plymouth, Michigan  48170-1637   Fax         734-455-1892 

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Pro Tem Suzi Deal called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL
PRESENT: Commissioners Alanna Maguire and Kelly O’Donnell, Mayor Pro Tem Suzi Deal

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Paul Sincock, Police Lieutenant/Detective Jamie Grabowski, City Attorney Bob
Marzano

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

O’Donnell offered a motion, seconded by Maguire, to approve the minutes of the February 21, 2023 meeting.

  There was a voice vote. 
  MOTION PASSED 

4. STELLA’S TRACKSIDE – NO ACTION

5. ANNUAL REVIEW OF LIQUOR LICENSES
The following motion was offered by O’Donnell and seconded by Maguire.
  WHEREAS The City of Plymouth has a Liquor Management Ordinance related to the operation 

of all Class C Type Liquor Licenses in the City; and 

   WHEREAS On March 20, 2023, the City Administration presented the Liquor License Review Committee with 
information about the various liquor licensed establishments in the City; and 

   WHEREAS The Local Liquor License Review Committee is required to make a recommendation to the City 
Commission to the renewal, revocation and non-renewal of all liquor licenses in the City.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Liquor License Review Committee of the City of Plymouth 
does hereby recommend to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission that the following licenses be  
renewed:  

Aqua 
Barrio Cocina Y Tequileria 
Bearded Lamb Brewing Company 
Bigalora/Arbor Brewing – 2 operations under one license 
Compari’s on the Park/Fiamma/Sardine Room – 3 operations under one license 
Plymouth Cultural Center 
E.G. Nicks 
Hermann’s Olde Town Grille 
Ironwood Grill 
VFW – Mayflower Post 6695 
Mayflower Meeting House 
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Nico & Vali 
Pakwaan Restaurant 
Park Place Gastro Pub 
Penn Grill 
Pizza E Vino 
Plymouth – Ann Arbor Elks 
Knights of Columbus 
Plymouth ROC 
Sean O’Callaghan’s Public House 
Sidecar 
Trackside 
Stella’s Black Dog Tavern 
The Honey Hole 
The Post Local Bistro 
Westborn Market 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Liquor License Review Committee does hereby make no recommendation 
regarding the license at Greek Islands/Ebenezer at this time. 

A vote was taken prior to the discussion.  All members rescinded their votes and opened a discussion. 

Stefan Stefanakis of Greek Islands/ Ebenezer said he apologized for the fire code violations at his establishment 
and said they were adding storage space to mitigate the issue. 

Committee members asked what the impact of making no recommendation would be for Greek Islands/Ebenezer, 
and Sincock said that it wouldn’t prevent them from renewing their license, but if that was their desire, they could 
ask the state to revoke the license.   

O’Donnell offered a friendly amendment to change the words “does hereby make no recommendation” to “is 
neutral.” 

There was a voice vote. 
MOTION PASSED 

The following motion was offered by Maguire and seconded by O’Donnell. 

WHEREAS  The City of Plymouth has a Liquor Management Ordinance related to the number of allowable liquor  
licenses in a particular zoning district; and 

WHEREAS Annually the Local Liquor License Review Committee must make a recommendation to the City  
Commission related to the number of allowable liquor licenses per zoning district. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Liquor License Review Committee of the City of Plymouth does hereby 
recommend to the City Commission that no changes in the number of available liquor licenses (29) under the cap in the 
City of Plymouth, based on Zoning Classification.  The Liquor License Review Committee confirms that the number of 
licenses remain the same as in the current Liquor Management Ordinance, which is a cap of 18 licenses, as defined in 
the Liquor Management Ordinance for the B-2 Zoning District (DDA Area), and a cap of 11 licenses in total (for all three 
zoning districts) in any of the following the B-1, ARC and B-3 Zoning Districts.   

There was a suggestion that the City keep one open license in the event an establishment wishes to request one mid-year.  
After a discussion, it was agreed to maintain the current cap with no changes. 

There was a voice vote. 
MOTION PASSED 
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6. LIQUOR LICENSE TRANSFER INTO THE CITY – THAI BASIL

WHEREAS The City of Plymouth maintains a Liquor Management Ordinance and all issues related to liquor 
licenses in the City are required to be reviewed by the Local Liquor License Review Committee; 
and  

WHEREAS The Local Liquor License Review Committee has received a request to transfer a liquor license into 
the City for Thai Basil; and  

WHEREAS The application has been submitted to the State of Michigan Liquor Control Commission and to 
the City of Plymouth; and  

WHEREAS The application was reviewed by the Local Liquor License Review Committee on 
Monday, March 20, 2023. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Liquor License Review Committee of the City of Plymouth does hereby 
recommend to the City Commission that they approve the transfer of the Liquor License into the City of Plymouth 
for Thai Basil, T & W Investment, Inc.. in order to allow the establishment to comply with local ordinances in 
accordance with State Liquor Control Commission Administrative Rule R436.1003. 

There was a voice vote. 
MOTION PASSED 

7. ADJOURNMENT
O’Donnell offered a motion, seconded by Maguire, to adjourn the meeting at 6:27 p.m.

There was a voice vote. 
MOTION PASSED  
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  LLRC Administrative Recommendation 
City of Plymouth   www.plymouthmi.gov  
201 S.  Main  ` Phone    734-453-1234  
Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1637  Fax         734-455-1892 

To: Liquor License Review Committee 
From: Paul J. Sincock, City Manager 
CC: S:\Manager\Sincock Files\Memorandum - LLRC New Tasting Room - Highline Spirits 04-17-23.docx 
Date: April 4, 2023 
RE: New Liquor License into City for Highline Spirits Company 

Background 

The city has received an application from Christi Lower on behalf of Highline Spirits Company, 
LLC for a new Tasting Room Liquor License into the City of Plymouth for a tasting room at 330 S. 
Main. This location is in the DDA and there is one license available under the liquor cap. This matter 
must be reviewed by the Local Liquor License Review Committee prior to the City Commission 
meeting.  

We have attached the application information for your reference.  They have paid the fees to the City 
related to the transfer.  This will be the 30th alcohol by the glass license in the city.  

The ownership group has submitted an operations plan for their new venture.  There is no food 
service attached to this operation. They are planning on offering take out ordering from nearby 
restaurants. The Liquor Management Ordinance requires that the LLRC and the City Commission 
consider a number of elements before approving a new license into the city. The ordinance states the 
following: 

Plymouth City Code, Section 6.35 (4) 

Review factors. In reviewing a request for a new license or permits or transfers of ownership of existing licenses or 
transfers into the city of new on-premises licensees, the city commission or LLRC may consider and/or weigh the 
following factors: 

A: Conserve the expenditure of funds for public improvements and services to conform with the most 
advantageous uses of land, resources, and property. 

b. Total number of similar licenses in the city.

c. Input from residents and surrounding business owners.

d. Impact of the establishment on surrounding businesses and neighborhoods.

e. Whether a proposed licensed premise is part of a multi-use project with substantial new retail, office, or
residential components. The size of the licensed premise relative to the overall project or development.



f. Crowd control. 

g. Parking availability. 

h. Preservation or restoration of historic buildings. 

i. Locating in an underdeveloped area. 

j. Concentration of drinking establishments and impact on policing requirements. 

k. Policing requirements. 

l. Business history. 

m. Business experience. 

n. LCC violation history. 

o. Will facility be a sit down full service restaurant serving alcohol or other "bar only" type establishment. 

p. Will restaurant have a 70-percent—30-percent sales of food over alcohol 

q. Percent of floor area devoted to dining versus bar area. 

r. Size of bar area. 

s. Size of dance floor, if any. 

t. Type or character of the establishment, e.g. dining, nightclub, hotel, dance club. 

u. Overall benefit of the plan to the city. 

v. Non-payment of taxes or other payment due to the city. 

w. Any other factor(s) that may effect the health, safety and welfare or the best interests of the community. 

 

The review factors related to food service, restaurant, and percent of establishment devoted to dining 
versus a bar area were added as a result of the old 336 S. Main, which served only cocktails and the 
high incidents of police activity at that location.   

After a review of all of the requirements for a new license, the LLRC must make a recommendation 
to the City Commission to either approve or deny the application, based on the review factors.    

 

 

 

 



 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The City Administration recommends that the LLRC carefully consider all of the review factors, 
before making a recommendation to the City Commission.  The Administration will note that a 
previous location with alcohol only sales caused significant stress on police and fire services.  It was 
for that reason that the City Commission enacted the review factors related to food sales.   

We have prepared two proposed Resolutions for the Liquor License Review Committee to consider 
regarding this matter.  Resolution #1 would recommend approval and Resolution #2 would 
recommend against approving the new license.  Should you have any questions in advance of the 
meeting please contact Al Cox or myself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















 LLRC  R E S O L U T I O N 

MOTION TO APPROVE 
NEW LICENSE 

The following Resolution was offered by  ________________ and seconded by 
________________.   

WHEREAS The City of Plymouth maintains a Liquor Management Ordinance and all  

Issues related to liquor licenses in the City are required to be reviewed by 

The Local Liquor License Review Committee, and  

WHEREAS The Local Liquor License Review Committee (LLRC) has received a request for a 

  New Off-Premises Tasting Room to be located at 330 S. Main, and  

WHEREAS The application has been submitted to the City of Plymouth, and 

WHEREAS The application was reviewed by the Local Liquor License Review Committee on 

Monday, April 17, 2023 and the LLRC has considered all points of review as in  

Required in the Plymouth City Code Section 6-35 (4). 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Liquor License Review Committee of the City of 
Plymouth does hereby recommend to the City Commission that they approve the new Off-
Premises Tasting Room License in order to allow the establishment to comply with local 
ordinances. 



LLRC Resolution 

MOTION TO DENY NEW 
LICENSE 

The following Resolution was offered by  ________________ and seconded by 
________________.   

WHEREAS The City of Plymouth maintains a Liquor Management Ordinance and all  

Issues related to liquor licenses in the City are required to be reviewed by 

The Local Liquor License Review Committee, and  

WHEREAS The Local Liquor License Review Committee (LLRC) has received a request for a 

  New Off-Premises Tasting Room to be located at 330 S. Main, and  

WHEREAS The application has been submitted to the City of Plymouth, and 

WHEREAS The application was reviewed by the Local Liquor License Review Committee on 

Monday, April 17, 2023 and the LLRC has considered all points of review as in  

Required in the Plymouth City Code Section 6-35 (4). 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT based on the review of all points in the Plymouth City 
Code 6-35 (4) the Liquor License Review Committee of the City of Plymouth does hereby 
recommend to the City Commission that they DENY the new Off-Premises Tasting Room 
License. 
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