
 

 

City of Plymouth 

City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, December 7, 2020 - 7:00 p.m. 

Zoom Meeting 
 

City of Plymouth        www.plymouthmi.gov 

201 S. Main         Phone  734-453-1234 

Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1637      Fax     734-455-1892 
 

 
 
 

1) CALL TO ORDER   
a.  Mayor Wolcott called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

b.  Roll call 
 

Present: Mayor Oliver Wolcott, Mayor Pro Tem Nick Moroz, Commissioners Suzi Deal, Ed Krol,  
Kelly O’Donnell, Marques Thomey, and Tony Sebastian 

 

Also present: City Manager Paul Sincock, Attorney Robert Marzano, and various members of the 
City administration  

 

2) CITIZENS COMMENTS 
There were no citizen comments. 

 
3) APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

Krol offered a motion, seconded by Sebastian, to approve the agenda for Monday, December 7, 2020. 
 

There was a roll call vote.   
Yes: Deal, Krol, Moroz, O’Donnell, Thomey, Sebastian, Wolcott 

 
MOTION PASSED   7-0  
 

4) ENACTMENT OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Approval of November 16, 2020 City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 
b. Approval of November 30, 2020 City Commission Special Meeting Minutes 
c. Approval of November Bills 
d. Special Event – Sun & Snow Ski and Snowboard Swap - 12/10/2020 to 12/14/2020 
e. Special Event – Wreaths Across America Ceremony – 12/19/2020 
f. Special Event – Art In The Park – 7/9/2021 to 7/11/2021 
g. MERS Defined Contribution Clarification 

 

Moroz offered a motion, seconded by Thomey to approve the consent agenda.  
 

There was a roll call vote.   
Yes: Deal, Krol, Moroz, O’Donnell, Thomey, Sebastian, Wolcott 

 
MOTION PASSED   7-0  

 
5) COMMISSION COMMENTS 

Moroz thanked the staff for operating under challenging times with new state regulations.  
Thomey complimented the Department of Municipal Services for the videos they recently posted 
on social media. Deal echoed the compliment, saying it was especially nice to see crew members in 
the videos. 



 

 

6) OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 

 
7) NEW BUSINESS 

a. Mobile Field Force Team Memorandum of Understanding 
 

The following resolution was offered by Thomey and supported by Sebastian. 
 
RESOLUTION 2020-93 
WHEREAS The City of Plymouth participates with the Western Wayne County Mobile Field Force 

Team (WWCMFF) in an effort to secure the public health, safety and welfare; and  
 
WHEREAS The WWCMFF has previously operated on what can be best described as a "gentlemen's 

agreement" between all of the participating agencies in the WWCMFF. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Commission of the City of Plymouth does hereby adopt 
the Addendum to the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Plymouth and the Western 
Wayne County Mobile Field Force and the participating municipal police and fire agencies who are a 
party to this agreement.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Mayor of the City of Plymouth is hereby authorized to sign the 
Memorandum of Understanding and the City Clerk is hereby directed to incorporate the entire 
agreement into the official Meeting Minutes of this meeting.  

  
There was a roll call vote.  
Yes: Deal, Krol, Moroz, O’Donnell, Thomey, Sebastian, Wolcott 
 

MOTION PASSED   7-0  



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

b. Rate Card – Payment in Lieu of Fees 
 

The following resolution was offered by Krol and supported by Sebastian. 
 

    RESOLUTION 2020-94 
WHEREAS The City Commission of the City of Plymouth has reviewed the proposed payment in    

lieu of parking fee to maintain the payment in lieu of parking fee of $10,000 per 
space as recommended by City administration; and 

 
WHEREAS The City Commission is authorized by ordinance to determine the fee for payment 

in lieu of parking; and 
 
WHEREAS Fees are reviewed annually by the City Commission as part of the annual budget 

process. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Commission does hereby adopt a fee of $10,000 
per space for payment in lieu of parking effective immediately. 

 
During a discussion, it was noted that this option is rarely used by property owners and is generally 
only an issue when a building site has a change of use. 
   
There was a roll call vote.  
Yes: Deal, Krol, Moroz, O’Donnell, Thomey, Sebastian, Wolcott 

 
MOTION PASSED   7-0  
 

c.  Poverty Hardship Application/Policy 
 

The following motion was offered by Krol and seconded by Sebastian. 
 

RESOLUTION # 2020-95 
 WHEREAS   The adoption of guidelines for poverty exemptions is required of the City     
   Commission; and 
 

WHEREAS  The principal residence of persons, who the assessor and Board of Review  
determines by reason of poverty to be unable to contribute to the public charge, is 
eligible for exemption in whole or in part from taxation under Public Act 3+0 of 1994 
(MCL211.7u); and         

 
   WHEREAS Pursuant to PA 390 of 1994, the City of Plymouth, Wayne County adopts the  
   following guidelines for the Board of Review to implement. The guidelines shall  
   include but not be limited to the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and 
   all persons residing in the household, including any property tax credit returns, filed 
   in the current or immediately preceding year.  
 
 To be eligible under this section, a person shall do all of the following on an annual basis: 

• Be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence the property for which and 
exemption is requested 

• PA 390 of 1994 requires that all persons residing in the household must submit copies of 
the following signed documents: 
 



 

 

City of Plymouth Poverty Exemption Application 
Federal Income Tax Returns 

State Income Tax Returns 
Homestead Property Tax Credit Claim Form (MI-1040-CR) 

 
Also include copies of all supporting documentation (i.e., W-2 forms, 1099s, schedules, 
etc.).  The Board of Review shall consider income from all sources and from all 
occupants of the homestead when determining whether an applicant meets poverty 
exemption requirements as adopted by the City Commission.   
 
A Poverty Exemption Affidavit (Department of Treasury Form 4988) must be filed for all 
persons residing in the residence who were not required to file federal or state income 
tax returns in the current year or in the immediately preceding year. 
 

• The combined assets of all persons residing in the household (minus the value of the 
principal residence, personal property, motor vehicles, recreational vehicles and 
equipment, certificates of deposits, savings accounts, checking accounts, stocks, bonds, 
life insurance, retirement funds, etc. 
 

• Produce a valid driver’s license or other form of identification if requested 
 

• Produce, if requested, a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the 
property tax for which an exemption is requested. 

 

• Meet the federal poverty income guidelines as defined and determined annually by the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services. 

 

• The following are the 2021 poverty income guidelines which are updated annually by the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services. The annual income includes 
income for all persons residing in the household. The total household income must be 
less than or equal to the guidelines below in order to be considered for this type of 
exemption. 
 

Family of 1   $12,760 
Family of 2   $17,240  
Family of 3   $21,720 
Family of 4   $26,200 
Family of 5   $30,680 
Family of 6   $35,160 
Family of 7   $39,640 
Family of 8   $44,120 
For each add’l person $ 4,480 
 

• The applicant(s) may not have ownership interest in any other real estate other than 
the homestead property 

• If home has been purchased within the previous two years, all closing documentation 
must be included. 
 

The Board of Review may require a home audit and inspection done by the Department of 
Assessment as part of the application process. 
 



 

 

The City of Plymouth allows for partial poverty exemptions to be granted. A partial poverty 
exemption is an exemption of a percentage of the taxable value of the principal residence rather 
than the entire taxable value. The formula for calculating partial exemptions is as follows: under 
no circumstances shall the Board of Review reduce the taxable value lower than that which 
produces an annual ad valorem tax equal to 3.5% of an applicant’s income plus any property tax 
credit refund payable by the State of Michigan. 
 
It should be recognized that the poverty exemption reduction is a form of temporary assistance 
for those who are undergoing a difficult financial time. Any relief granted is for the current year 
only. 
 
The Board of Review may reject any application where the information contained in it appears 
fraudulent, misleading, inaccurate, or incomplete. Failure to complete all sections of the 
application and/or failure to submit signed copies of all tax forms or other required 
documentation will result in the poverty exemption application being denied. The board of 
review must have complete, accurate data in order to review this appeal. 
 
In certain instances, the Board of Review may consider extenuating circumstances as a basis of a 
poverty exemption where the total household income exceeds the established income 
guidelines. 
 
Due Dates: The application for exemption shall be filed after January 1, but one day prior to the 
last day of the December Board of Review during the year in which the exemption is requested. 
The filing of this claim constitutes an appearance before the Board of Review for the purposes of 
preserving the right or appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Review shall follow the above stated policy 
and federal guidelines in granting or denying an exemption, unless the Board of Review 
determines that there are substantial and compelling reasons why there should be deviation 
from the policy and federal guidelines and these reasons are communicated in writing to the 
claimant.  
 
There was a roll call vote.   
 
Yes: Deal, Krol, Moroz, O’Donnell, Thomey, Sebastian, Wolcott 

 
MOTION PASSED 7-0  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

8) REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
a.  Liaison Reports 
Thomey reported that the Northville Police and Fire Advisory Board met to begin discussions about the 
contract, which expires on June 30, 2023.  He also said he attended a Pearl Harbor event in Plymouth. 
 
Krol said the Zoning Board of Appeals heard two variance requests. One was partially approved and the 
other was tabled for more information. 

 
b.  Appointments 
Thomey offered a motion, seconded by Krol to reappoint the following board and commission 
members. 
 
Board of Review – Shirley Jallad and John Townsend 
Cemetery Board – Arne Guimmo and Don Hess 
Historic District Commission –Colleen Polan and John Townsend 
Housing Commission – Sharon Pugh 
Planning Commission – Tim Joy, Shannon Adams, Jennifer Kehoe 
 
There was a roll call vote 
 
Yes: Deal, Krol, Moroz, O’Donnell, Thomey, Sebastian, Wolcott 

 
MOTION PASSED 7-0  

 
 

9) ADJOURNMENT 
Hearing no further discussion, Wolcott asked for a motion to adjourn at 8:32 p.m. A motion to adjourn was 
offered by Sebastian and seconded by Krol. 
 

There was a roll call vote.   
Yes: Deal, Krol, Moroz, O’Donnell, Thomey, Sebastian, Wolcott 

 

MOTION PASSED   7-0  
 
 
 

_______________________________     _____________________________ 
OLIVER WOLCOTT        MAUREEN A. BRODIE, CMC, MiPMC 
MAYOR         CITY CLERK 


